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The American Express winner Nick Dunlap joins PGA TOUR as a member 
Dunlap, who turned professional earlier Thursday, is exempt on TOUR through 2026 

 
PONTE VEDRA BEACH, Florida – The PGA TOUR announced Thursday that Nick Dunlap, who on Sunday became the first 
amateur to win on TOUR in more than 33 years, has joined the TOUR as a member. Currently the youngest TOUR 
member at age 20, the rookie is exempt on TOUR through the 2026 season and will make his first start as a member at 
next week’s AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-Am. 
 
Dunlap, the first reigning U.S. Amateur champion to win on TOUR since Tiger Woods in 1996, is exempt in 2024 for all 
Full-Field Events, the seven remaining Signature Events, THE PLAYERS Championship and three of the four major 
championships (Masters Tournament, PGA Championship, U.S. Open). The R&A is yet to announce their exemptions for 
the 152nd Open Championship, but traditionally has only offered the reigning U.S. Amateur champion an exemption if he 
remains an amateur. 
 
As he begins his career as a TOUR member, Dunlap starts with zero FedExCup points and will not appear in the FedExCup 
standings until he makes a cut as a professional and thus earns points. He does not retroactively receive the 500 
FedExCup points for the win at The American Express upon turning professional and joining the TOUR. 
 
Dunlap’s decorated amateur career, during which he became the second-youngest player to win on TOUR since World 
War II behind only Jordan Spieth, was capped off by reaching the No. 1 position in the World Amateur Golf Ranking 
Wednesday for the first time. He won the 2021 U.S. Junior Amateur and the 2023 U.S. Amateur, joining Tiger Woods as 
the only players to win both of those events, and represented the United States in 2023 at the Walker Cup and the 
World Amateur Team Championships. Prior to his win at The American Express, the University of Alabama standout had 
accumulated 11 points through PGA TOUR University Accelerated, the most points of any player that had not yet earned 
a TOUR card through the program. 
 
A native of Huntsville, Alabama, Dunlap is the first player to win a tournament as a non-member and subsequently join 
the PGA TOUR as a member since Garrick Higgo following his win at the 2021 Palmetto Championship at Congaree.  
 
About PGA TOUR 
By showcasing golf’s greatest players, the PGA TOUR engages, inspires and positively impacts our fans, partners and 
communities worldwide. 
 
The PGA TOUR, headquartered in Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida, co-sanctions tournaments on the PGA TOUR, PGA TOUR 
Champions, Korn Ferry Tour, PGA TOUR Americas and administers PGA TOUR Q-School presented by Korn Ferry and PGA 
TOUR University. TOUR members represent the world’s best players, hailing from 29 countries and territories. 
Showcasing the biggest moments in the sport with history and legacy on the line, the PGA TOUR has long-term domestic 
distribution partnerships for broadcast coverage on CBS, NBC and Golf Channel and video streaming service on ESPN+. 
Internationally, PGA TOUR coverage is available across 200+ countries and territories in 28 languages via 44 broadcast 
and digital partners. Virtually all tournaments are organized as non-profit organizations to maximize charitable giving, 
and to date, tournaments across all Tours have generated more than $3.64 billion. 
 
Fans can follow the PGA TOUR on the new PGA TOUR app and PGATOUR.COM, and on social media channels, 
including Facebook, Instagram (in Spanish, Korean and Japanese), LinkedIn, TikTok, X (in English and Spanish), WhatsApp 
(in English and Spanish),  WeChat, Weibo, Toutiao, Douyin and LINE. 

https://www.facebook.com/PGATour/
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https://www.tiktok.com/@pgatour?lang=en
https://twitter.com/PGATOUR
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